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If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Acts chapter 1.

In a minute we are going to look at the first 11 verses of Acts chapter 1, as we continue our way through the Apostles’ Creed. 

One of the things that becomes clear as we study the Apostles’ Creed is that God is three in one: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, three persons and yet the three are one. 

It is what C. S. Lewis called a divine dance, which the Holy Spirit illuminates and helps us understand and praise Jesus. Jesus is bringing glory to the Father by reconciling us to God. 

There is this kind of dance of which we are the beneficiaries. And if we’re honest, it’s somewhat confusing. How does this work? 

In a conversation with his disciples, the disciples are asking Jesus about the nature of his relationship with the Godhead, and in John 14:8, they say, “If you’ll show us the Father, we’ll believe.” 

Jesus’ response is, “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father, for I am in the Father, and the Father is in me.”

Later on, the apostle Paul would say something similar when he says that Jesus is the image of the invisible God. If you want to know what God is like, look to Jesus. 


The reason we can so boldly proclaim that Jesus is the friend of sinners and that God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world but to save the world from condemnation is because we can watch how Jesus lived when He was on earth. 

He truly is the friend of sinners. In the Gospels was see as Jesus eats with, drinks with, hangs out with, encourages, and speaks life into those who had been cut out from the religious establishment.

We see the heart of God in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as he dwells among us in the flesh. 

Jesus’ conversation with the disciples is, “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father, for the Father is in me, and I am in him.” 

Jesus goes on to say something stunning in John 14:12: “Truly, truly, I say to you: whoever believes in me will also do the works I do, and greater works than these will he do because I am going to the Father.”

That’s a stunning promise. We know that Jesus isn’t a liar. Jesus says that the same things he did, we will be able to do. 

In fact, he actually kicks it up a notch when Jesus says that we will be able to do far more than He did. 

I have all sorts of questions now. Really the answer to what Jesus is talking about there is actually found in the part of the life of Christ that rarely gets discussed, and we never flesh out the implications of it.

A ton has been written, has been preached about the death of Jesus Christ and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and rightly so. Those are epic moments in human history. 

In fact, I believe that the resurrection of Christ in particular is the greatest moment in human history. 

Yet, the piece we rarely talk about that I think is tied to what Jesus was teaching in John 14 is the ascension of Jesus Christ.

Jesus physically ascends, he returns and goes back up into heaven in a physical, human body.

We’re going to spend our time today talking about the ascension. 

If you’ve been here for the past six weeks, as we’ve worked our way through the Apostles’ Creed, you know that our phrase for today is that he ascended to the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

Let’s read together the Apostles’ Creed:

“I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth…
(Read from screen.)

Thank you. We’re going to concentrate on what is really going on in the ascension and how we can be confident that the same works that Christ did, we will do.

In fact, even greater works than those will be done through the people of God. I want to read the narrative of the ascension of Christ found here in Acts 1, starting in verse 1. 

It’s important to note that the book of Acts is written by a doctor named Luke who also wrote the gospel of Luke.

Luke writes the gospel of Luke, and he also writes the book of Acts as a history of the establishment and the spread of Christianity through the first century world.

Both were written for a Roman official named Theophilus whom Luke is trying to win over to the Christian faith. 

We’re watching him evangelize by telling the story of Jesus and by telling the story of the power of the Holy Spirit by which the early church spread like a wildfire through the ancient world. 

With that said, let’s look at this together, Acts 1, starting in verse 1.

Acts 1:1 “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Now, in the ascension of Jesus Christ, here’s one of the more profound things that is happening. Jesus, in a physical form, in a physically resurrected body, is ascending into heaven, and in his ascent into heaven, he is assuming his rightful throne. 

He is leaving the space-time continuum in which he had been existing in physical form. Let me just explain. Before the ascension, Jesus is physically a man, who is known within the confines of space and time. 

That means if you wanted to get near Jesus, if you wanted to be in the presence of Jesus, if you wanted to ask Jesus a question, if you wanted to be ministered to or healed by Jesus, you had to go where Jesus was. 

Namely, you had to go to Jerusalem or to Galilee or to a place in which he was doing physical ministry.

At His ascension, although He is still in physical form, He sits down on His throne at the right hand of the Father and now reigns and rules in a cosmic way that is no longer locked into a given space or time. 

Christians have no Mecca. We do not believe there is a place where the power and presence of Christ resides in a supernatural way that is beyond the way he resides in you and me as believers now. 

We don’t believe that the Spirit of Christ reigns in a powerful way in Jerusalem that is different than the way He reigns in a powerful way in our hearts right here, right now. 

In the ascension, the space-time continuum that had blocked the physical Christ in has now been removed, and He sits and reigns on His throne cosmically.

Look at verse 8: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Now, just as a general rule, as you read your Bible personally, if in a given 11 verses, something is repeated twice, that’s emphasis.

This promise of the Holy Spirit had already been spoken of by Luke earlier in verse 4 as he is trying to explain to Theophilus what Jesus had taught his disciples. 

Look back in verse 4. “And while staying with them [Jesus staying with his disciples] he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said…” 

This is a quote from Jesus and his teachings. “…‘you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

What we have is Jesus ascending to his rightful throne, leaving the space-time continuum that limited him to a physical location.

Remember the question we asked back to John 14, how will we be able to do what he is able to do and even more than he is able to do? 

Because he goes to his Father and when he gets there, He sends the Holy Spirit. When Christ ascends up to his throne, he sends the Holy Spirit.

And now in the Holy Spirit the presence of Christ is everywhere available to all at any given moment.

The presence of Christ is available even in this room and in our hearts, even now through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit. That still leaves some questions, doesn’t it? 

Here we have the Holy Spirit, but we’re just a bunch of Christians. 

Let’s think a little bit about what the Holy Spirit does, not exhaustively, because here in a couple of weeks, we have to cover, “I believe in the Holy Spirit.” 

Just consider this a little primer or introduction if you would.

If you’re a Christian, you’re a Christian because the Holy Spirit opened your heart to understand and believe. That’s why you’re a Christian. 

You did not save you. You didn’t intellectually just get it. If you got it, the Holy Spirit opened up your heart. 

For a lot of you, chances are you were at church, you were at an event, you were just meeting with a friend who was telling you about Jesus Christ, and all of a sudden, something happened.

The fog lifted. It all of a sudden became clear to you, maybe over a period of time, maybe in a moment. 

You wanted to give your life to Christ. You became aware of your sinfulness. You didn’t know what to do about it. 

Maybe there was some one there who helped you and asked if you wanted to pray to receive Christ. So, you repeated a prayer.

How many of you, when you became a Christian, repeated the prayer? 

Someone who was farther along helped us understand, “This is what’s happening.” They gave words to our experience of the Holy Spirit opening our hearts to believe. 

That’s the only way you become a Christian, through the Holy Spirit who opens our hearts to believe.

In that, the Bible tells us that we are sealed with the Holy Spirit. Now the Holy Spirit is inside of me and inside of you. 

That immediately reconciles us to God. By the blood of Jesus… We’ve covered this at length. The death and resurrection of Jesus takes care of, pays all of our debt in full. 

Now that the Holy Spirit is dwelling inside of us, that vertical relationship with God is fixed, it is restored. 

Now, because the Holy Spirit is inside of us, horizontally, it’s starting to work itself out.

Let me read this to you, Galatians 5, starting in verse 22. “But the fruit…” That is a singular fruit. 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

Now, because we’re people who like to justify ourselves, we like to take this list and pretend it’s a list where you can be strong in some of these areas and weak in others—as long as I get five out of eight I’m doing ok.

Yet the way it is written is, this is the fruit of the spirit. If you’re really honest, if you really look at this list, are you walking in peace if you lack patience? No.

You can’t say: “Man, my heart is at perfect peace, but if this guy in front of me doesn’t speed up his car, I’m going to blow my top!” 

It doesn’t work that way. When there is peace, there is patience. If there is kindness, there is goodness. This is so attached. 

You can’t go, “How are you doing?” “Well, brother, I’m growing in faithfulness, but I feel like my gentleness is a little low this week.” 

These things are intertwined. This is the fruit of the Spirit.

Jesus sent His Spirit and the fruit, the outworking appearance of the inward presence of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

The reality of the gospel and the power of the Holy Spirit, who is now in us, is that Christ is at work in us to transform us from the inside out.

His presence and power are there to transform and turn us and change us from one degree of glory to the next. We grow in godliness. We develop the fruit of the Spirit. 

What we see happening in the ascension of Jesus Christ is that he sits on his throne where he reigns cosmically, and he sends the Spirit, and in the coming of the Spirit sealed in our hearts, begins to transform our lives. 

The second thing we see in the ascension of Jesus is an image of where we’re going. 

See, the ascension reveals to us the gap of where we are and where we will be. I can see that I am not yet where I will be. 

That’s true both in this life and in this body. Think back to last week when we talked about the resurrection.

I am not yet where I will be. That’s a promise. I see in the ascension my future, that according to 1 Corinthians 15, the dead in Christ shall rise. 

Those who are here upon his return will be transformed in the twinkling of an eye. What is perishable will put on the imperishable. What was sown in dishonor will be raised in honor.

All the limitations I know now will be gone, melted away in the light of the glory of the coming of the Lord. I am not yet what I will be. 

This creates a kind of holy discontentment in me and should create a kind of holy discontentment in you. 

Now, holy and discontentment are words that don’t tend to go together. 

Discontentment is usually an accusation against God. “You didn’t give me this. You should have given me that. I deserve this. Where were you in when?” That’s unholy discontentment.

But holy discontentment is, “If Christ is an inexhaustible well, then I want more. I want more of his presence. I want more of his power. 
I want more seriousness about putting sin to death. I want more seriousness about growing in righteousness.

I want more of his presence and power in my life. I want to love him more than I do. I want to be transformed faster than I’m being transformed. 

This is what you see David so anxiously crying out for in the Psalms. “As the deer pants for water, so my soul longs for you,” is not a cute, kitschy phrase to be put on a coffee cup. It’s, “My soul is thirsty. I want more.”


Now, if we take these two realities, that the ascension of Jesus Christ puts Jesus on his throne at the right hand of the Father where he sent the Holy Spirit to be sealed in our hearts, to transform our lives, to grow our fruitfulness, and that his ascension reveals the gap that I am not yet what I will be, how do we plug that into symmetry, clarity, community, and counsel? 

Let’s talk about symmetry. For some of us, we need the type of holy discontentment that would make us more serious about sin and hunger for righteousness. 

The apostle Paul, who was a stunning preacher of grace, still used these kinds of words about pursuing his relationship with God. 

Words like; strive, toil, and labor. See, for some of us to develop the kind of symmetry necessary, we need to be far more serious about putting sin to death in our lives. 

We need to be far more serious about striving and laboring and toiling toward godliness. 

Then others of us need to learn to rest in the finished work of Christ. 

Let’s face it. I have not been the man of God I would hope to be this week. No huge moral failures, but I have not been all that I should be.

However, I am striving to be better and I’m simultaneously resting in the reality that God’s love for me is not predicated upon me being better. 

As I strive, he loves. As we strive, as we toil, as we labor, we rest. In what? In the finished work of Christ. 

I don’t know where you are. Maybe you need to be woken up to get up and toil and strive toward godliness.

Maybe you’re exhausted and need to learn to rest in the finished work of Christ that covers you as you do. That’s the symmetry we’re looking for.

What about clarity? One of the things the ascension shows us with profound clarity is that you, regardless of your situation, regardless of what you’ve walked in here with… I’m not naïve, we’ve all carried some things in here today. 

Know this. You have not been abandoned. God knows every detail of your life. There is nothing hidden that he doesn’t see. 

He knows that thing that is weighing heavily on your heart, that thing you feel like is burning your world to the ground, that thing you feel like is unresolvable. He knows all of those things. 

You have not been abandoned. The ascension of Christ to his rightful throne where he sends the Holy Spirit so his presence might be known everywhere.

The reason the ascension is so beautiful is that with clarity now, you can rest in this. Look at me. He knows. You have not been abandoned. 

Let’s just quickly walk through Jesus’ life. His family thought he was crazy. Does anybody have family strife? Jesus understands family strife.

The Bible says that Jesus wept. It’s the shortest verse in the Bible. Jesus wept at the death of his friend. He lost a friend. Jesus was lied about, betrayed by a close friend, and physically suffered. 

The Bible says we have an empathetic high priest. Not only have you not been abandoned, but our God understands. He put on flesh and dwelt among us. 

We have an empathetic high priest who is compassionate toward our losses, toward our sorrows, toward our pain. This is the beauty of the ascension.

Let’s talk about community. We are saying that we are not yet what we will be. Correct? Everybody agrees we are not yet what we will be.

But, we know that we are in process. That means if we’re looking at our lives and at the fruit of the Spirit, we are in various stages of fruitfulness.

Some of us just have tiny little berries, just barely fruitful at all. Others of us have growing fruit, but it’s not fully ripe yet. We’re just not there. 

On this linear line of progressive sanctification, we’re moving, but we’re not quite where we will finally be. 

With this in view, shouldn’t this make us all the more gracious toward one another, knowing the grace will still need? 

Lastly, on counsel, because I am aware that I am not yet what I will be, I will not be surprised when I blow it. 

I will not give in to the paralysis of guilt and shame when I fall short of what I know God has called me to. It has been paid for on the cross. 

This is also how we counsel one another. Listen, you’ll be surprised at how often it is your weaknesses that encourage and stir up faith in your brothers and sisters.

See, if someone comes to you and says “Man, I’ve just been a crummy husband this week, and I haven’t been a great father,” and your response is, “Well, what I have done is I read a great book on marriage and wrote a blog on it. Here are seven steps I do to get through.” 

What does that do except try to push me into guilt and shame?
No, the right response is, “Thank you for sharing that with me. Here’s how I’ve wrestled a bit this week. Here’s where I need to grow in grace. Here’s where I’m hoping the fruit of the Spirit might grow in me. Can we pray for each other this week?” 

See, at that moment, we push past the veneer, and we become the people of God. We counsel one another not just with our strengths but with our weaknesses. We are all of us fully human.

The last thing I’ll say just as I close us out is the invitation into the life of ascension is not just to a life of blessing but to a life of burden. 

Here’s what I mean by that. Sealed by the Holy Spirit, walking in relationship with others, made right with our Creator, we will begin to feel the sadness and brokenness of the world that Jesus feels.

We will long to share the good news, to push back what is dark, to give of ourselves, to stand in the gap. 

If you remember back, the Great Commission is woven into this charge at the ascension.

“I’m going to give power to you. The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and you will be my witnesses to Jerusalem, all of Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

We are witnesses, reconciled to God, as we grow in our fruitfulness, reconciled to one another, and become a picture of the beauty of the reconciling work of God in Christ? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Might we be people who walk in the blessing and the burden of the ascension. Let’s pray.

Benediction  “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 


14

